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The New York Times

March 31, 1982

AFGHAN EX-AIDE BACKS REBELS
Special to the New York Times

NEW DELHI, March 30- An Afghan diplomat
who served as ambassador to London, New
Delhi and delegate to the United Nations,
declared himself today in support of the rebels
in his country, which he fled a week ago.

The diplomat, Abdul Rahman Pazhwak, who
was president of the General Assembly during
the Middle East crises of 1967, said that while
he was 63 years old and suffering from a
stomach ulcer, he was eager to travel
anywhere to foster unity among the competing
guerrilla groups.

Mr. Pazhwak had been recalled from his last
post as Ambassador to London at the time of
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the coup that brought the first of three Marxist
governments to power. He said he was kept
under house arrest until Babrak Karmal was
made President after the Soviet intervention
27 months ago. “Since then [ have been
retirement in Kabul”, he said.

Mr. Pazhwak said he had been invited
several times by Mr.Karmal to participate in
his Government but said that he has refused.
He explained that he was able to obtain a visa
to come to India for medical treatment but that
he had no intention of returning home.

Mr. Pazhwak, who is the most prominent
former Afghan official to have made his
support for the rebels public, said that while
he belonged to no particular rebel he had been
in regular contact with guerrillas while in
Kabul.

Mr. Pashwak said that a recent party
conference was disrupted by rebel activity and
by deep splits within the ruling party. He said
that 18 delegates to the conference, including
the president of Kabul University, its chief
administrator and three professors, were
killed by the Islamic rebels.

Western diplomats here said that their
sourced in Kabul confirmed that four
university staff members, including Azia Ur-
Rehmand Sayedi, the president of Kabul
University, were Kkilled in what appeared to
have been political attacks, although it was
unclear whether the assailants were members
of another Marxist faction or Islamic guerrillas.
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