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Pierce Brendan Brosnan was bom in
Navan, County Meath, Ireland on May 16,
1953. He moved with his family to
London in 1964 [apparently on the very
same day that lan Fleming died], where
one of the first films he saw was Gold
Finger. He became a commercial artist
after leaving school, but was introduced to
acting by a co-worker who was in a
theatre group in the evenings. He left his
job for the life of an actor, and entered the
Drama Centre in London, where he
studied acting for 3 years. After several
years of stage work throughout the UK,
he began to work in television and film.
His "big break" came with the 1981 ABC-
TV mini-series The Mansions of America,
which led to him getting the title role in
the popular long-running detective series

Remington Steele, which debuted in
1982.He moved with his wife and
children to Los Angeles, California,

where he Steele was filmed. The series
was quite successful, running for more
than 4 seasons and 92 episodes. It
catapulted Pierce to major stardom in the
U.S. Rumors began as early as 1984 that
Pierce would replace Roger Moore as the

next James Bond. Due to contractual
obligations, he was unable to accept the
role when it was originally offered to
him in 1986. Pierce remained busy as
an actor despite that setback, making
TV mini-series, theatrical films and
made-for-cable movies, as well  as
several TV commercials.

On June 8, 1994, Pierce Brosnan was
unveiled at a huge press conference in
London as the 5th 007. His first Bond

film, Golden Eye, grossed over
$350 million worldwide, more than
any other Bond film to that point.

His 2nd Bond film, 1997's
Tomorrow Never Dies, grossed
more money in the US than

GoldenEye. His 3rd Bond film,
1999's The World Is Not Enough,
and had the largest opening
weekend in James Bond and MGM
studio history. Aside from the Bond
and Steele roles, Pierce has had a
varied and extensive film and TV
career, playing roles ranging from
archeologists to assassins, from
Chris Columbus' comedies to
Merchant Ivory's costume dramas.
He also starred in director John
(Die Hard) McTiernan's first

1 feature film, Nomads.

He was
' nominated for a Golden Globe
Award in 1984 for his portrayal
of Robert Gould Shaw in the

BBC/Masterpiece Theatre
production of Nancy Astor. In his
spare time, he is an accomplished
painter. He has also been very
active in cancer fund-raising and
supporting environmental causes.
His first wife, Australian actress
Cassandra Harris (d. 1991), was a
"Bond girl" herself, portraying

Only. She was previously married
to Dermot Harris, brother of the
actor Richard Harris. There is a
whale watch memorial dedicated
to her in Malibu, California. He
has 3 children with Cassandra --
Sean (b. 1983) and stepchildren
Charlotte  (b. 1971)  and
Christopher (b. 1972) -- and 2
sons, Dylan Thomas (b. 1997)
and Paris Beckett (b. 2001), with
his 2nd wife, former TV
correspondent/soap actress Keely
Shaye Smith, whom he married in
August 2001. Pierce became a

grandfather in 1998  when
Charlotte gave birth to a
daughter, Isabelle Sophie.

A
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Movie In Focus

Cradle 2 the Grave

Kit Bowen

A Taiwanese government agent and a master thief team up to hunt
down some rare black diamonds before they land into the wrong
hands.

Story

Cradle 2 the Grave isn't going to be known as one of those action
flicks that thrills you but also has a surprisingly interesting story to
back it up. Still, Cradle has enough credible plot points to keep things
moving until the next fight sequence. The action begins with Tony Fait
(Earl "DMX" Simmons) and his fiercely devoted crew-—-including the
stunning Daria (Gabrielle Union) and comic relief Tommy (Anthony
Anderson)--pulling off a complex jewelry heist and snagging a
valuable cache of black diamonds. These diamonds aren't what they
appear to be but are actually something much more powerful--and
deadly. Su (Jet Li), working for the Taiwanese government as a secret
agent, must retrieve them before its too late. Fait would be happy to
hand over the stones for the right price, but word of their value has hit
the street and they are stolen by a powerful crime lord (Chi McBride).
Su and the crimelord end up being the least of Fait's problems,
however, when Su's ex-partner, Ling (Mark Dacascos), now a ruthless
arms dealer, enters the picture. He and his treacherous woman (Kelly
Hu) will stop at nothing to get those black baubles, including

(L-R) Jet Li and DMX forge an unlikely
alliance in "Cradle 2 the Grave"

kidnapping  Fait's  daughter
Vanessa (Paige Hurd). OK,
things just got personal. Fait, Su
and company have to work
together to fight off the
onslaught of nasties, exact
revenge, stop possible world
destruction and get back the
only thing Fait cares about in the
world--his daughter.

(Aristotle)

e He who receives good turn
should never forget it; he
who does one should never
remember it. (Charron)

e Destiny is not the matter of
choice; it is a matter of
choice. 1t is not a thing to be
waited for; it is a thing to be
achieved. (William Jennings
Bryan)

¢  When you love someone all
your saved up wishes start
coming out. (Elizabeth
Bowen)

e Music is a part of us, and

(5 SABAWOON

either ennobles or degrades
our behavior. (Boethius)

Life is a toy made of glass; it
appears to be of inestimable
price, but in reality it is very
cheap. (Pietro Aretino)

Who builds on the mob builds
on the sand. (Italian Proverb)
We shall sooner have the fowl
by hatching the egg than by
smashing it. (Abraham
Lincoln)

Some men are just as sure of
the truth of their opinions as
are others of what they know.

Cage)

Not everything that is faced can
be changed, but nothing can be
changed until it is faced. (James
Baldwin)

A man’s heart changes his
countenance, either for good or

- for evil. (Apocrypha)

The grand thing about human
mind is that it can turn its own
tables and see meaninglessness
as ultimate. meaning. (John

%
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considering all his services the court sentenced
him to 14 years of prison. he had only passed 4
years of it’.He said. May thought for a second
and nodded: *Does he have a family’? she asked.
Mr. Clark nodded: “Had, actually. his wife Susan
died in a bomb explosion when Jeremiah Ecks’s
son and wife...” May interupted him: ‘I knew her.
Susan, [ mean her name was Susan Reiker before
marriage daughter of Alex Reiker. Huh’? She
asked.

*Yeah, she is the one. they were all killed then.
now he only has a sister in Lyon, France. She has
been living there since 1993 with her husband
Josh Story. Henderson was alone. His father was
Robert Henderson the famous millionaire who
lived in Beverly Hills. Harry had a great talent
for play acting and his play acting saved him
many times from traps set for him. He will never
work for us again. It felt good to have him by our
side. Oh God’. May smiled: ‘You want me to go
to Paris with Hitman’s partner, how do we know
he is not brainwashed too’? Mr. Clark looked at
her.

‘Well, it depends on your luck, sweetie, but
careful no flirting with Ray. He is a real bad ass’.
he said.

suddenly they both laughed.

you talking about Maxie. the Mad Max?”

ey asked.
May looked at her and replied: ‘Yeah, I think
that’s the one. Why do you know him'? Ashley
nodded: ‘Maxie or shall I say Max was someonc
whom I loved very much. And when he got
involved with Harry in top cases we couldn’t
meet and it has been a longtime since our last
meeting, which was, [ think,...”. She was cut.
‘Two years, fifteen days. Should [ say the time
too?’ they were both amazed and when they
turned towards where the voice came, they saw
him; Max Ray, dressed in a gray suit with a
black tie.
‘Good evening ladies, may I join you'? he asked
‘Yeah, sure’. May said. Max sat down and said:
‘Thanks. Miss Clark’. Then he turned to Ashles

“So, Ashley Wilkins, it was supposed to be

Ashley Ray, wasn’t it’, He asked.
‘Well, it was a long time ago, and now, it
depends’. Ashley replied.

.A.(. To be continued ...
an’
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VALLEY 0€ POEAA

Sent in by Adeeha ca'l“nns

Life is hard

[ can’t explain why

No one knows how hard I try
When things are tough

When life i1s bad

[ just pretend that [ am not sad

| don’t know how to let you know
The pain I feel

[he hurt T don™t show

Life is hard

Not just for me

Things that happen are meant to be
| can’t be happy everyday.

But that doesn’t mean

Those things aren’t ok

[ don’t crave attention

[ thrive by myself

[ am not always in need of yvour help
[.ife is hard

But things will be all right

Now [ can sleep through the night
My life is on track

The pieces are in place

But | need my own time. I need my own space
| am different now.

[ need to see

[ am not anyone else

| am just me

(3 SARAOON

Cartoons and cartoons

My favorite toons

Tom and jerry

Do you remember the tale

Girl and the fairy

Dee Dee and Dexter

Tweety and Sylvester

Who forget bugs bunny

Because he is very funny
Blossom and buttercup

Oh Bubbles always interrupts
Mike Lu and Og

Gadget boy and his dog

Droopy and Dripple are detectives
Oh, Johnny bravo is fantastic
Whenever tom is chased by spike
He always runs in a fright

Scooby is our hero

And the villains are hero number zero
Bubbles is crazy about pets
Sometimes cats and sometimes rats
So once again the day is saved
Thanks to the power puff girls
And whole team of cartoons

aks |
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packed up and carted away, except for what
remained in the vast underground stores which
were sealed off.

In Sardar Naim’s house, objects were piled up
to the ceiling in the empty rooms, in the
hallways. the basement, the garages, the
courtyard and the gardens were strewn with
broken showcases, shelves, twisted coin cases,
wooden boxes, pedestals, office furniture,
scruffy bits of carpeting. The staff moved into
the servants’ quarters, the library into one of the
garages.

1980

The contents of the museum were moved back
to Darulaman in October 1980. The building
itself was in better condition than it had ever
been, the rooms and halls had been painted,
proper toilets had been installed, the grounds
had been cared for.

The collections were reinstalled in their original
rooms, having suffered very little damages.
Scholars still working in Kabul at that time
found all the exhibits to be intact and more
resplendent than ever, with several new
exhibits, namely the Delbarjin wall paintings,
objects from Ai Khanum, and a Hindu Shahi
white marble Surya recently uncovered by some
Soviet soldiers in Khair Khana.

1989

While Afghanistan was being systematically
destroyed during the early years of the Jehad,
Kabul as well as the Kabul Museum remained
relatively intact. However, in the fall of 1989,
because of increasing fears about the safety of
the exhibits as the Museum was so vulnerable
on the frontline, the museum was officially
closed by Najibullah’s government and again
the order was given to pack up the contents and
to prepare to move. To minimize the risk of
concentrating, the objects in one place, the
collections deposited at three different locations
in Kabul: the Central] Bank Treasury in the Arg

(the Presidential Palace). the ministry of
information and culture, and the depots of the
Kabul Museum itself.

All the gold and silver coin and gold objects
from Tepe Fullol were stored at the Presidential

Palace, along with spectacular Telaya Tapa gold
hoard.

L4

1992-1995

these tragic years saw the devastation of Kabul,
as well as the Museum in Darulaman, exposed
as it was on the frontline. Looting began in
1993, when the area was isolated by the fighting
and the museum staff was unable to reach
Darulaman for months at a time.
Every time the area changed hands there was
further looting. In May 1993, the museum
building was shelled; the roof and top floor
destroyed and left open to the elements.
In early 1994 UNCHS (United Nations Centre
for Human Settlements) weatherproofed the top
floor, installed steel doors on all the lower
storerooms, and bricked up all windows.
More than 3,000 objects were painstakingly
rescued from the rubble. Yet looting continued.
In 1994 through the efforts of Nancy Dupree
and Sotirous Mousouris, the U.N. Special
Representative to Afghanistan. the Society for
the Preservation of Afghanistan’s Cultural
Heritage was founded in Islamabad.
A UNESCO grant enabled a member of Musee
Guimet to come to Kabul for two weeks that
summer to assist the museum staff to clean up
the various storerooms and to prepare a plan for
the inventory taking. Also, beginning in 1995 a
liaison officer for SPACH began going to Kabul
every summer for four to five months to
facilitate the inventory process, funded by
Dutch grant to SPACH for that purpose.
Summer 1996
Because of lack of security in Darulaman, the
ministry of information and culture of President
Rabbani’s government was anxious to safeguard
what remained at the Kabul Museum.

To be continued...
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The history of the Kabul Museum itself is
relatively short. In 1919 an assortment of
manuscripts, regalia, weaponry, miniatures and
art collected by the royal family was assembled
and housed in the small Bagh-i-Bala Palace,
Abdul Rahman Khan's Moon Palace, on a
hillside overlooking Kabul. A few years later
Amanullah Khan moved the collection to Royal
Palace in the center of the city and in 1931 the
collection was finally moved into the present
building in Darulaman, eight kilometers south of
Kabul City, which had previously served as the
Municipality.

Beginning in the early 1920 with the first
excavation of the Delegation Archeologique
Francaise en Afghanistan (DAFA), the
spectacular treasures of Afghanistan came to
light.

More and more archaeological missions began
working in Afghanistan, including the British
Institute of Afghan Studies, the Istituto Italiano
per il Medio ed Estremo ORiente, the Scientific
Mission of Kyoto University, the Smithsonian
Institution, Heidelberg University, the Indian
Institute of Archaeology and others.

Many archaeologists say today that only the
surface has been scratched.

Collection spanned fifty millenniums, from the
Middle Paleolithic, Neolithic, Achaemenid,
Bactrian, Indo-Greek, Great Koshan, Koshano-

Sasanian, and Hephthalite, Hindu Shahi through
throught the Islamic and present time.

The Kabul Museum has known pilferage from
the storerooms and even from the display cases
since it was first established in 1919. Yet
nothing equals the devastation it has suffered
during the last few years, which has left the
museum partially destroyed, bereft of its identity,
its collections looted and dispersed throughout
the world and its staff scattered. A brief
chronological outline of recent events is given
here:

1979

soon after the Saur Revolution, by order of the
ministry of defense of the Democratic Republic
of Afghanistan, the contents of the Kabul
Museum were shifted in April 1979 from
Darulaman to the large, and by then deserted
house of Mohammed Naim, Sardar Mohammed
Dauod’s brother, near the French Embassy in
Wazir Akbar Khan in Kabul.

The Museum building in Darulaman was turned
into an annex to the ministry of defense in the
Darulaman Palace as the whole area became a
military zone.

The staff was given the order to move the
contents of the museum within three days; it took
three weeks. The entire museum was literally
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